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GOING INTERNATIONAL

The French connection

SUCHITRA SURVE

FRANCE, officially called the

French Republic, is the third

largest and wealthiest country

in Europe. The use of its official

language, French, is in vogue in

several places in India. We
analyse why studying in France
is a good choice.

Why study in France?
The quality of French higher
education is widely recognised
and is based on the “LMD”
degree structure - Licence,
Master’s, and Doctorate.
Licence requires three
years of study, Masters
needs five and Doctorate
eight years of study
and
research.

Popularity
France
attracts stu-
dents from
across the
world. It is cur-
rently the third
most popular
destination for
international stu-
dents. Yet many
prospective stu-

E dents are
7 unaware that flu-

. “ency in French is not
necessary to study in
France. Courses in
English are becoming
more common, though a
little more expensive

. than ones taught in
French. But it is recom-
. mended to have working
. knowledge of French to
make the most of your
experience there.

When to apply

The period of enroll-
ment is generally
between December 1
and January 31 every

STUDY ABROAD

to a MBA course. Where

questions for practice?
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out from your personal

| have an interview with a
US university for admission

can | get some interview
There is no specific material
for ‘interview questions’.

You will need to soruce it

statement, courses details
and University details. Most

year. English language proficien-
cy is tested for all courses
taught in English and scores of
TOEFL/IELTS are accepted. For
all graduate/ degree courses,
one should be at least 18 years
of age and have successfully
completed 12 years of formal
education. Entry to all post
graduate courses will require a
Bachelor’'s degree. You have to
submit transcripts, resumes
and in some cases, essays,
too. Generally while submitting
the application, the colleges/
universities will only ask for
copies of the relevant docu-
ments. Once accepted into a
program, students will need to
send original copies.

University/ college studies
begin in September every year.
The application deadline for
most courses is January end,
but students need to check the
dates and details before apply-
ing to the Universities of their
choice. Some deadlines may
vary depending on the course
and the college applied to.

Pop choices

Popular fields of study are
Computer Science, Business
Administration, Engineering and
Human Resource Management.
Tuition fees in France range
between 9,000- 10,000 Euros
per year for Bachelor/under-
graduate courses and between
18,000-19,500 Euros per year
for Masters courses. MBA in
most colleges ranges between
28,000-30,000 Euros for the
entire course. The fee may vary
college and course-wise.
Students can choose their col-
leges and universities as per
their budget.

Checklist

One must have a passport and
obtain a student visa. A long
stay student visa is generally
issued for a period longer than

of the questions are based
on that. Find below some
generic questions asked by
admissionofficers:

-What are your career
plans?

-Tell me about yourself/How
would you describe
yourself?

-What are you best at?
-What are your main

HELP AT HAND

All French universities and colleges
have an International student
services office or helpdesk to help
them settle in and answer any
queries. Student services offers
assistance with administrative
formalities, accommodation,
insurance, transport, cultural life.

six months and enables a stu-
dent to obtain a one-year
residence permit. A prospective
student will need to prove that
they have sufficient resources,
estimated at a minimum of 500
Euros a month approximately to
support themselves without
working. This amount varies
depending on the city of resi-
dence the course of study, life
style and personal expenses.

Money aid

Most colleges offer scholar-
ships/ financial assistance for
their international students,
though they may have different
selection criteria. A scholar-
ship/ financial aid application
will generally be selected on the
basis of a student’s academic
record. Some may even place
importance on the consistency
and quality of the statement of
purpose. Knowledge of French
may not be mandatory, but will
be considered an asset.

The French government has
funding options for Indian stu-
dents. The Charpak Scholarship
program, run by the French
embassy in India, helps stu-
dents get a full/ partial fee
waiver at universities, and also
some monthly stipend. The
Eiffel Scholarship program,
offered by the French Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, covers travel
and living expenses, health
insurance and accommodation.
It is important to note that
scholarships are mostly given
to Postgraduate students, even
by the French government.

interests?

-What do you think this
university can offer you?
-What are your strengths?

Send your queries to Global
Education Counsel,
www.globaleducationcouns
el.org, cqpune@gmail.com
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Suryadatta Group honours Padmashri Anup Jalota

SURYADATTA Group of Institutes felicitated
achievers from various fields with Suryadatta
Lifetime Achievement awards and National
awards for their contributions. While the first
category of awards went to Swami Chidanand
Saraswati, Padma Vibhushan Ustad Amjad Ali
Khan, Padmashri Bhavarlaji Jain,
Padmabhushan Late Dr. KB Grant (posthu-
mously), Neela Satyanarayana, Padmashri
Anup Jalota, Padmabhushan Jasdev Singh, PA
Inamdar, Padmabhushan Madhav Gadgil, Dr.
Gulab Kothari, Raza Murad, Sister Lucy
Kurein, DS Kulkarni for their remarkable con-
tribution in their respective fields. On the
other hand, Padmashri Sheetal Mahajan,
Yuvraj Shah and Rajesh Gupta were present-
ed with Suryadatta National awards.

Dr Chordiya, chairperson of Suryadatta,
said, “The motive behind felicitating such emi-
nent personalities is to mould the mind sets
of the students and offer them an opportunity
to choose their own role models.”

THE Institute of Chartered Accountants of
India will hold its campus placement program
on February 20 and 21, 2014. As many as
525 candidates are likely to participate in the
placement drive in Pune. Shiwaji Bhikaji
Zaware, chief coordinator of ICAI-Pune, said,
“This is an excellent opportunity for topline
Indian companies to recruit the finest minds
in the accountancy space. For budding char-
tered accountants, the campus placement
program means they can start their career on
a high note and get exposed to managing
finances of some of the biggest Corporates
and conglomerates. We expect strong
response from Indian corporate sector.”

Py
Ryan Pinto receiving the Asia’s Best Private Education
Institute Award from Pooran Chandra Pandey,
executive director, United Nations Global Compact
(WCRC1)

RYAN International Group of Institutions was
named as Asia's Best Private Education
Institute in the K12 Category, at the recently
held WCRC Leaders Asian Education
Excellence Summit and Awards.




